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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ESTC 

SUBJECT: MITI DENIES LESS SPECULATION ON RELAXATION OF COCOM 
CONTROLS 

SUMMARY: THREE ITEMS HAVE BEEN WIDELY PLAYED IN JAPAN PRESS 
RECENTLY WHICH COULD GIVE RISE TO SPECULATION THAT JAPAN IS 
RELAXING ITS EXPORT CONTROL RULES. MITI OFFICIALS HAVE FIRMLY 
STATED; HOWEVER, THAT IN EACH CASE SUCH SPECULATION WOULD BE 
"REMOTE FROM FACT." 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO EMBOFF QUESTIONS, DEP. DIR. YOKOE AND 
MR. KAZAOKA OF MITTS EXPORT DIV., BUREAU OF INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE ADMINISTRATION, FIRMLY DENIED JAN. 29 ARTICLE IN YOMIURI 
DAILY WHICH CARRIED HEADLINE "COCOM REGULATIONS SUBSTANTIALLY 
ABOLISHED-MITI POLICY" WITH RESPECT TO CONTEMPLATED SALE 
TO USSR OF HARBOR RADAR EQUIPMENT FOR PORT OF WRANGEL. 
OFFICIALS STRESSED FACT, WHICH WAS ALSO CARRIED IN PRESS 
REPORT, THAT COCOM APPROVAL FOR RADAR SALE HAD BREN 
SOUGHT AND OBTAINED BY GOJ. AS TO PRESS ARTICLE'S 
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YOKOE SAID THESE WERE "REMOTE FROM FACT” AND THAT MITI 
OFFICIALS HAD MADE NO SUCH COMMENT WHATEVER. 

2. CONCERNING RECENT PRESS REPORTS THAT USSR HAS BEEN 
SEEKING TO PURCHASE ATOMIC REACTOR EQUIPMENT AND THAT 
A COUNCIL IS BEING FORMED TO PROMOTE lAPAN'S EXPORTS OF 
ATOMIC ENERGY EQUIPMENT, YOKOE STATED HIS DIVISION HAD 
NO KNOWLEDGE OF THESE DEVELOPMENTS EXCEPT FOR PRESS 
REPORTS. NO APPLICATION FOR EXPORT LICENSE OF SUCH 
EQUIPMENT HAS YET BEEN MADE TO MITI, HE SAID. YOKOE 
UNDERSTANDS FROM PRESS REPORTS THAT USSR OFFICIALS HAVE 
EXPRESSED INTEREST IN GENERATORS, PRESSURE CONTAINERS 
AND PERIPHERAL EQUIPMENT. SINCE THESE ARE COCOM ITEMS, 

HE SAID, GOI WOULD OF COURSE SEEK COCOM APPROVAL BEFORE 
AUTHORIZING FOR EXPORT; HOWEVER, QUESTION IS STILL 
HYPOTHETICAL IN ABSENCE OF APPLICATION FOR EXPORT LICENSE. 
(NOTE: SEE TOKYO 1234, 1242 AND SEPTEL TO FOLLOW FOR 
DETAILS OF REACTOR NEGOTIATIONS.) 

3. FOLLOWING PRESS REPORTS OF CHINESE INTEREST IN PUR 
CHASING AMPHIBIOUS AIRCRAFT US-1 FROM JAPAN, THERE HAVE 
BEEN SPECULATION AND QUESTIONS IN THE DIET, WHICH HAVE 
FOCUSSED ON ISSUE OF WHETHER US-1 IS OR IS NOT MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT, EXPORT OF WHICH COULD BE BANNED BY GOJ POLICY. 
YOKOE SAID, HOWEVER, THAT NO QUESTION OF EXPORT CONTROL 
POLICY HAS FORMALLY ARISEN, BECAUSE THERE IS AS YET NO 
FIRM REQUEST FROM CHINESE TO PURCHASE SUCH AIRCRAFT. 

(IN AN ASIDE. HE EXPRESSED PERSONAL DOUBTS THAT SUCH 
A REQUEST WOULD MATERIALIZE.) IF A REQUEST WERE FORTH- 
COMING FOR PURCHASE OF TEN OR MORE US-1 AIRCRAFT, YOKOE 
EXPRESSED HIS VIEW THAT MITI. WHICH TAKES THE POSITION 
THAT THE US-1 IS NOT QTE WEAPON UNQTE BUT MARINE RESCUE 
AIRCRAFT, WOULD FAVOR SALE AND FORWARD REQUEST FOR 
COCOM APPROVAL IN DUE COURSE. 

HODGSON 
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